








From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Saturday, February 4, 2017 1:12 PM 
To: PSMTestimony 
Cc: jamesjtz@aol.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB131 on Feb 7, 2017 13:20PM 
 

SB131 
Submitted on: 2/4/2017 
Testimony for PSM on Feb 7, 2017 13:20PM in Conference Room 229 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

James Gauer Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: 500 community members participated in the 2015 Honolulu Citizens Police 
Academy. Violent and property related crimes have been decreasing since 2006 
according to FBI uniform crime reports.  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 























February 6, 2017 
 
The Honorable Senator Clarence Nishihara, Chair 
The Honorable Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
     & Members of the Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental and Military   
     Affairs 
State Capitol Room 229 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 
Aloha Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee: 
 
RE: SB131 http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2016/CommReports/HB1580_HSCR152-
16_.pdf – RELATING TO THE WEED AND SEED STRATEGY 
 
My name is Kelli Buenconsejo. I am a Public Health Nurse and the Chair of the Waipahu 
Community Coalition. 
 
I am appealing for your support of SB131 to sustain the Weed and Seed program in Kalihi-
Palama-Chinatown-Ala Moana-Sheridan, Waipahu, and Ewa-Ewa Beach.  
 
Weed and Seed is a collaborative effort involving law enforcement, residents, non-profit 
organizations, community groups and private businesses that have helped to reduce violent 
and drug-related crimes in my community. 
 
• I am an avid supporter of Weed and Seed, because I have seen the improvement in my 

community through decreased crime and increased community awareness of illegal 
activities. They have realized that crime prevention must start at a younger age and they 
work with elementary, intermediate and high school students to combat and prevent 
substance abuse, truancy and gang involvement. They’ve organized graffiti paint outs and 
participated in beautification projects. They’ve assisted in creating neighborhood security 
watches in the most at-risk neighborhoods and have empowered the residents to report 
illegal activities promptly.  

• They work with the 6th graders at Waipahu and Honowai Elementary for their “Real and 
Powerful Sessions” educating the students about juvenile laws, substance abuse and illicit 
activity and help to empower the students to make safer choices as they age.  

• They were instrumental in hosting the first meeting in Waipahu to discuss how the 
community can support the state and federal government concerning prison re-entry into 
the community.  

• They were instrumental in hosting the first discussions regarding the over representation of 
Polynesian youth in the Juvenile Justice System. This lead to the creation of the Civil Citation 
program which was implemented in Kalihi to divert first time offenders into a culturally 
based program instead of into the Juvenile Justice System. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2016/CommReports/HB1580_HSCR152-16_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2016/CommReports/HB1580_HSCR152-16_.pdf


• They are an integral part of the Waipahu Community Coalition and help to provide safe, 
healthy, drug-free activities for the residents of Waipahu. It is a pleasure working with such 
dedicated professionals to improve Waipahu and I look forward to working with them in 
future projects. 

 
Weed and Seed is an important organizational tool and community resource which needs to be 
continued. Your continued support of this important initiative will ensure that community 
leaders and partners continue to build a strong network of committed citizens that will work 
toward preventing crime and growing strong, healthy communities. 
 
I urge you to support Weed and Seed by supporting SB131 so that we can continue to ensure 
for the safety of all stakeholders in these communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kelli L. Buenconsejo, RN PHN 
187 Kilea Place 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 
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